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The Methodists.
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expressing themselves in a plain and familiar manner, which is the only way to do good to the common people, and which clergymen of genius and learning ought to do from a principle of duty, when it is suited to their congregations ; a practice, for which they will be praised by men of sense1. To insist against drunkenness as a crime, because it debases reason, the noblest faculty of man, would be of no service to the common people : but to tell them that they may die in a fit of drunkenness, and shew them how dreadful that would be, cannot fail to make
sense against methodism is, that it tends to debase human nature, and prevent the generous exertions of goodness, by an unworthy supposition that GOD will pay no regard to them; although it is positively said in the scriptures that He ' will reward every man according to his works.' [St. Matthew xvi. 27.] But I am happy to have it [in] my power to do justice to those whom it is the fashion to ridicule, without any knowledge of their tenets; and this I can do by quoting a passage from one of their best apologists, Mr. Milncr, who thus expresses their doctrine upon this subject. 'Justified by faith, renewed in his faculties, and constrained by the love of Christ, their believer moves in the sphere of love and gratitude, and all his duties flow more or less from this principle. And though they are accumulating for him in heaven a treasure of bliss proportioned to his faithfulness andactivity; and it is by no means inconsistent with his principles to feel the force of this consideration, yet love itself sweetens every duty to his mind; and he thinks there is no absurdity in his feeling the love of GOD as the grand commanding principle of his life.' Essays on several religious Subjects, Gr'c., by Joseph Milner, A.M., Master of the Grammar School of Kingston-upon-Hutt, 1789, p. n. BOSWELL. Southey (Life of Wesley, i. 41), mentioning the names given at
Oxford to Wesley and his followers, continues :—' One. person with less irreverence and more learning observed, in reference to their methodical manner of life, that a new sect of Methodists was sprung up, alluding to the ancient school of physicians known by that name.1 Wesley, in 1744, wrote The Humble Address to the King of the Socieiies in derision called Methodists. Journal, \. 437. He often speaks of' the people called Methodists,' but sometimes he uses the term without any qualification. Mrs. Thrale, in 1780, wrote to Johnson :—' Methodist is considered always a term of reproach, I trust, because I never yet did hear that any one person called himself a Methodist.1 Ftogsi Letters, ii. 119.
1 Wesley said :—' We should constantly use the most common, little, easy words (so they are pure and proper) which our language affords. When first I talked at Oxford to plain people in the Castle [the prison] or the town, I observed they gaped and stared. This quickly obliged me to alter my style, and adopt the language of those I spoke to; and yet there is a dignity in their simplicity, which is notdisagreeable to those of the highest rank.1 Southey's Wesley, i. 431. See/w/, 1770, in Dr. Maxwell's Collectanea, Oct. 12, 1779, Aug. 30,1780, and Boswell's Hebrides, Nov. 10, 1773.^ 65.
